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place, on the good faith and skilful arrangements of
his friends within the walls, and in the next, on the
sympathy, if not on the active co-operation, of the
citizens.

The plan of the Royalists was well conceived and
punctually executed. Never, perhaps, has a large
and unruly city, held by a powerful garrison, changed
hands with so little disorder or bloodshed.

Brissac on various pretexts got rid of two French
regiments whom he knew to be devoted to May-
enne, and persuaded the most energetic of the
Spanish commanders to leave the town, in the hopes
of intercepting an imaginary convoy. At the same
time he enrolled as new recruits a number of Roy-
alist soldiers who slipped one by one into the city.

Feria and Ibarra were warned that the King would
enter Paris on the night of the 2ist; but their in-
formant assured them that midnight was the ap-
pointed hour and appears only to have suggested
a possible complicity on the part of the Governor.
Feria accordingly, shortly before midnight, warned
Brissac to be on his guard, and sent his Spanish cap-
tains to visit the gates in his company. They were
ordered to stab him at the first sign of hesitation or
treachery. Brissac hurried them from post to post
till they were tired out, and brought them back to
Feria, well satisfied of his zeal and fidelity. Mean-
while all the trainbands, whom the Royalists could
trust, had been quietly got underarms- They were
told that peace had been concluded between May-
enne and the King, that it would be proclaimed on
the morrow, but that it was necessary to antici-